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to change the formula and lower ben-
efit increases.

Maybe they will go back to their
long-term dream of privatizing Medi-
care and converting it into a voucher
program, which will say to the elderly
in this country: Here is a check for
$8,000. You go out and find private in-
surance on your own. I would say good
luck to any elderly person in this coun-
try who is struggling with heart dis-
ease or cancer. You see what kind of
insurance program you are going to get
with a check for $8,000.

I would remind my colleagues that
many of these proposals were included
in the budget resolution the Repub-
licans voted for right here on the floor
of the Senate. This is not speculation;
these are issues and items that Repub-
licans already voted for. They already
voted for a $1 trillion cut to Medicaid,
which would throw some 15 million
Americans off of health insurance.
They have already voted in the budget
to cut Medicare by $473 billion. In my
view, the last thing we should be doing
is giving tax breaks to billionaires
while cutting programs for the most
vulnerable people in our country.

During the campaign, Donald Trump,
as a candidate, promised he would not
cut Social Security, Medicare, and
Medicaid. He made that promise over
and over again. I have some charts. Let
me quote some of the tweets and some
of the things Donald Trump said on the
campaign trail.

This is what he said: ‘I was the first
& only potential GOP candidate to
state there will be no cuts to Social Se-
curity, Medicare & Medicaid.”

On another occasion, he said:

I'm not a cutter. I'll probably be the only
Republican that doesn’t want to cut Social
Security.

That was January 24, 2015.

It’s my absolute intention to leave Social
Security the way it is. Not increase the age
and to leave it as is.

That was Donald Trump on March 10,
2016.

Here is another quote:

You know, Paul [Ryan] wants to knock out
Social Security, knock it down, way down.
He wants to knock Medicare way down. And,
frankly—well, two things. Number one,
you’re going to lose the election if you’re
going to do that. . . . Now, I want to get rid
of waste, fraud, and abuse. I want to do a lot
of things to it that are going to make it
much better, actually. But I'm not going to
cut it, and I'm not going to raise ages, and
I'm not going to do all of the things that
they want to do. But they want to really cut
it, and they want to cut it very substan-
tially, the Republicans, and I'm not going to
do that.

Before I go on to the next quote, I
want to tell Donald Trump that, as a
candidate, man, he was exactly right.
This is what he said on March 29, 2016.
He said that the Republicans wanted to
cut Social Security and Medicare and
Medicaid.

Well, Candidate Trump, you were ex-
actly right, because that is now what
we will see in a few weeks or a few
months.
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Another quote from Donald Trump as
a candidate:

Social Security faces a problem: 77 million
baby boomers set to retire. Now, I know
there are some Republicans who would be
just fine with allowing these programs to
wither and die on the vine. The way they see
it, Social Security and Medicare are wasteful
‘entitlement programs.” But people who
think this way need to rethink their posi-
tion. It’s not unreasonable for people who
paid into a system for decades to expect to
get their money’s worth—that’s not an ‘enti-
tlement,’ that’s honoring a deal.

Well, there it is. Candidate Donald
Trump said over and over again that he
would not cut Social Security, that he
would not cut Medicare, that he would
not cut Medicaid. In fact, quite cor-
rectly, he predicted that the Repub-
licans would try to do exactly that.

Now I would like to talk directly, if
I might, to the President of the United
States.

Mr. President, on the campaign trail,
over and over again, you said that you
would not cut Social Security, Medi-
care, or Medicaid. Today, I am asking
you nothing more than to keep your
word. Don’t lie to the American people.

Millions of people voted for you be-
cause you said you would not cut So-
cial Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.
Keep your word. Tell Senate Leader
McCoNNELL and tell House Speaker
PAUL RYAN that you will veto any leg-
islation that cuts these programs.

With that, I yield the floor.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CRUZ). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the postcloture
time on Executive Calendar No. 495 ex-
pire at 4 p.m. today, December 5; and
that if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(Mr.

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess subject to the call of the
Chair.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:40 p.m.,
recessed subject to the call of the Chair
and reassembled at 2:36 p.m. when
called to order by the Presiding Officer
(Mr. ENZI).

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

December 5, 2017

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PORTMAN). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HOEVEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

SECURE ACT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
want to make a few brief remarks re-
garding the introduction of the Secu-
rity, Enforcement, and Compassion
United in Reform Efforts, and we have
selected the acronym SECURE for this
piece of legislation we are introducing
today. This bill promotes and protects
the interests of the American people in
a lawful immigration system and pro-
vides a fair and equitable solution on
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,
and everyone in the Senate knows that
by the acronym DACA. It is the prod-
uct of several months of hard work be-
tween this Senator and Senators COR-
NYN, GRAHAM, TILLIS, LANKFORD,
PERDUE, and COTTON. I think, before
the day is out and the Senate closes
down, you will hear from almost all of
those folks on their approach to this
legislation and their support for it.

Before I discuss what the bill does, I
want to explain the process we used to
reach this point. On September 5, 2017,
Attorney General Sessions announced
that President Trump had decided to
rescind former President Obama’s un-
lawful Executive amnesty program. Be-
cause almost 700,000 young people re-
lied on President Obama’s false prom-
ise, the Trump administration called
upon Congress to do what the Presi-
dent doesn’t have the legal authority
to do and to find the only real type of
long-term solution to this issue. Obvi-
ously, we are here because that is a
legislative solution and not something
the executive branch thinks up and
tries to put in place.

Starting in September, I have held
multiple meetings with Senators COR-
NYN, GRAHAM, TILLIS, LANKFORD,
PERDUE, and COTTON to determine how
best to fix DACA. Our aim was to find
a solution that not only is fair for
DACA recipients but also promotes the
interests of the American people. The
immigration policies of the previous
administration carried consequences
that weren’t always in our best inter-
est. For example, President Obama al-
lowed thousands of people to illegally
cross our borders and to stay in our
country, including dangerous gang
members, sex offenders, and violent
criminals. So robust border security is
crucial to bring integrity back to our
Nation’s immigration enforcement.

The enforcement policies of the pre-
vious administration enabled dan-
gerous, unauthorized criminals, indi-
viduals like Kate Steinle’s Kkiller, to
have free rein in our country, risking
the safety of innocent Americans. The
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